should feel smooth, indicating you have placed the blade in the
saw correctly. It should be firm yet springy, as loose blades will
break faster.

6. Before you begin cutting, lubricate the saw blade on the
sides as well as on the teeth. Begin cutting. The saw should remain
upright as you cut, and you should let the saw do the work for you
(Fig. 2). The cutting action should be made on the DOWN stroke.
Try to get a rhythm going while you cut, using the full length of
the blade. When a blade jams, work it loose with an up-and-down
motion while keeping the saw frame vertical. Tilting or twisting
could cause the blade to break. Applying lubricant to a stuck
blade can sometimes aid removal.

7. Prepare to turn corners before you reach them, turning on
the down stroke.

8. Once the tag has been cut, use metal files to remove rough
edges (Fig. 3). Use the full length of the file in one direction as
opposed to quick passes. Use slow passes and light pressure for
the first few cuts to remove truly rough edges. Once the file travels
smoothly over the metal, apply more pressure. For best results
don’t move the file quickly; a long, slow, and smooth stroke pro-
duces a better finished edge.

9. Thoroughly clean the tag and prepare your work surface to

add a message and designs.

For questions concerning this |
project, contact :
designer Steven James
of San Francisco, CA. |

Email:
stevenjames@macaroniandglitter.com ‘
Website: |

www.macaroniandglitter.com
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